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LIVING ROOMS

The living room should provide for all the more quiet recrea-
tional activities of the family, such as reading, conversation, quiet
games and low music. It should also serve as a comfortable, at-
tractive place to receive friends. If a family consists of more than
two persons some additional living area is usually ^needed, such as
a family room, book room, study, den, or modified dining room.

The appearance of the living room, as well as its functioning,
must be pleasing if the house is to be satisfactory. Other rooms
should be slighted, if necessary, to give the living room advantages.
It should have the best view and a southern exposure if both are
possible. The living room should be large, as spaciousness there
makes up for small areas elsewhere. In a small five-room house it
might be about 14 feet by 20 feet.

The living room should be well proportioned, not square, but
possibly two-thirds as wide as it is long. It must not be a passage-
way; therefore it is well to make it a dead-end room with doors
concentrated at one end. At least two exterior walls with plenty
of large windows are necessary. It takes careful planning to meet
these requirements while also allowing wall space for furniture.

A real fireplace is highly desirable; nothing can equal it for
radiating cheer and charm. It should usually be located in a long
wall of the living room, with near-by windows but not near-by
doors. See page 104. Exactly opposite the fireplace, space should
usually be allowed to accommodate a long sofa with lamp tables
at each end. Bookshelves and other built-in furnishings should be
located in the earliest plans. They fit into the design of a room
better than movable furnishings and are cleaner and more space-
conserving.

FAMILY ROOMS

The family room is a secondary living room which is usually
uncarpeted and furnished with durable furniture. It is a conven-
ient place for the television cabinet, a record player, a work table
and toys. Such a room is used by the family to save wear and
tear on the living room. It accommodates the younger members
and their friends who enjoy themselves more when away from
their elders.